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March 29, 2000

For Immediate Release:
DONORS SOUGHT FOR EIU MEMORIAL BLOOD DRIVE
CHARLESTON - Donors are being sought for an American Red Cross memorial blood
drive being held on the campus of Eastern Illinois University on Monday, April 3.
The Panther Battalion (EIU's Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC}), in cooperation
with Eastern's Panthers for Life organization, is sponsoring the drive in memory of Lt. Kevin
Longinotti, a Vanderbilt University ROTC cadet. ROTC units across the country sponsor similar
blood drives in memory of the young man who, in 1998 during his final ROTC lab -- and only
one week prior to his commissioning -- was crushed when a sudden tornado felled a tree.
Large amounts of blood product were used in the effort to control the massive internal
injuries, but, to no avail. Having already completed all requirements for commissioning,
Longinotti was commissioned posthumously.
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The ROTC blood drives came to be as a way of commemorating Longinotti's example
as a leader and acknowledging the crucial role the American Red Cross had in the effort to
. save his life.· They also acknowledge the American Red Cross' on-going efforts for the survival
of all military personnel.
The local drive, open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the University Ballroom of Eastern's
University Union, is open to EIU students, faculty and staff, as well as the general public.
Registration (by calling 581-6383) is encouraged, but not necessary. Walk-ins are welcome.
Free Papa John's pizza and ROTC military-like dog tags will be made available to all
participants.
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